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Free Software's influence on 
culture and heritage



Free Software Foundation Europe is a charity 

that empowers users to control technology.



 



4 freedoms allow heritage

4 freedoms create heritage

Heritage
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Improve
The software can be 

modified by you or others to 
give back to the community.

Share
The software can be

shared without limitations.
The price doesn’t matter.

Study
The software and its code 

can be analysed by anyone.

Use
The software can be
used for any purpose
without restrictions.
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Why you should 
support Free 
Software
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Why you should support Free Software

Autonomy Efficiency
Free Software helps to develop and 
maintain tailored software that suits 

your needs, not just the vendor’s 
business model.

With transparent processes, others 
don't have to reinvent the wheel. 

Major projects can share expertise 
and costs.





Software is the most important cultural 
technology of today's society; it frames 
what we can and what we cannot do. 

Software shapes our communication and 
culture, our economy, education and 
research, as well as politics.

Heritage



Cultural heritage is the legacy from past 
generations, maintained in the present and 
bestowed for the benefit of future 
generations.

Heritage



Software is a key enabler for preserving 
parts of our cultural heritage that we would 
de facto lose if we lose the software needed 
to access them. 

Preserving software is essential for 
preserving our cultural heritage.

Heritage



Software is essential to understand our 
society.

Software is the key mediator for accessing 
all Cultural Heritage.

Heritage



We want legislation requiring that publicly financed software developed for the public sector be 
made publicly available under a Free and Open Source Software license.

 If it is public money, it should be public code as well. 





 

Many small people,
in many small places,
do many small things
that can alter
the face of the world.
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